
 
 

1927 Building Committee Meeting Notes 
November 20, 2019 

 
Reviewed and discussed feedback from the Board of Education Meeting and the Neighbors Meeting. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Notes taken by Christopher Bach: 

30 October 2019 
 

Meeting Notes:  1927 Building Study Committee 10/29/19 Meeting/Presentation 
6:30 - 8:00 PM at Hudson Middle School 

 
1. National Registration Nomination/Historic Designation 

• Was there a "National Register of Historic Places" application/designation discussed for the 
building? 

• Listing on the National Register alone does not place restrictions on the property owner, nor does it 
necessarily preserve a property/building in the future. See NPS FAQ's: 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/faqs.htm 

• There is clearly a misconception about what limits a designation would put on the renovation of the 
building. 

• If a designation wouldn't necessarily interfere with the ability to make changes that don't comply 
with Dept. of Interior/NP$ guidelines or even demolish, then this process that takes time, should 
have been started or should start by now. 

• If the designation can't hurt the chances for development, then it can only help. 
• School District will not pursue nomination process, too expensive. 
• Suggested costs are in $5,000 range. 

 
2. Preserving the "Green Open Space" along Oviatt Street 

• Concern about preserving the land, trees, green space between the west facade and Oviatt Street 
• No parking or other major additions/visual obstructions should be permitted here, or the 

streetscape that we are trying to protect would be ruined. Can this be made clear in the RFP; are 
there protections that can be put in place now? 

• Consider historic and/or preservation easements (or deed restrictions) stipulated in the sale of the 
property that would protect the "open green space" between building and Oviatt Street. 

• John Quagliata letter shared by Phil Herman - don't change zoning! 
 

3. Marketing/Communications Suggestions 
• Reach out to Crain's and other industry publications with articles about the project - outside of 

Hudson - as far as Cleveland, Akron, Columbus, further? 
• What avenues have been taken by other similar types of projects - benchmark some of the same 

media contacts/outlets 
• Include persuasive messaging (i.e. from the WRL architect who passionately presented the building 

study in 2017; Roberto lriarte's comments about the particularly high quality of the auditorium.) 
 

4. Community/Cultural/Adult Education-Learning Center Discussion 
• Concern over the time it would take to build relationships and finding a developer/donors, even 

though there seems to be demand in the community 
• Could the City consider moving activities from Barlow Community Center to the 1927 building? 
• Is the HCSD interested in using space for HCER activities? Any cost benefit by deaccessioning the 

http://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/faqs.htm


three administrative offices/houses on Aurora St? 
• How can the City of Hudson play a part? Who do we talk too - council, city manager? 
• Use building for Adult education-learning center - an adult makers pace. 
• Look at Quirk Cultural Center, Cuyahoga Falls - conversion of the Grant Street School for adaptive 

re-use) 
• Look at Summit Artspace - building and cooperative use by arts organizations on Market Street, 

Akron, OH 
• How to subsidize the facility? 
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Notes taken by Greg Hannan: 

 30 residents in attendance 

1. Requests to extend the timeline, not rush 
2. Question if the building should be placed on the National Register now 
3. Question what the property might be worth. 
4. Concern expressed about possible parking in the front yard/  
5. Suggestion for city to utilize the building as a community arts/meeting/senior center 
6. Question regarding long term use of Barlow Community Center 
7. Question if Barlow Community Center be sold off and those funds placed 

towards a Community Center 
8. RFP should encourage community center 
9. Marketing the RFP - suggest Crain's and arts community 
10. Suggest reviewing: 

1. Horticultural Center - Cuyahoga Falls 
2. New Albany Center 
3. Summit Art Space - Akron 

11. Concern about disconnect between timeline for RFP and time needed to 
develop a community center project 

12. Request to re-engage with WRL and the previous presenter 
13. Suggest highlight the theater, acoustic qualities 
14. Could HCER utilize the space 
15. Suggest looking to entrepreneurial efforts - adult maker space 
16. Discussion about establishing easements/restrictions to prohibit front 

parking, preserve historic facade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Committee members will divide into subcommittees to research other school building 
conversion and/or other community centers. 
 

• Mentor 
• Shore Community – Phil will work with Meredith 
• Quirk Community Center in Cuyahoga Falls, Chris 
• Summit Artspace – Sheryl and Steve 

 
A discussion was held about adjusting the timeline of the RFP to extend it into February 2020. It 
was agreed that there was time to do this. 
 
Communications – Ads have appeared in the Hudson Hub Times (full-page) announcing the 
RFP, and on social media. In addition, Crain’s Magazine has been contacted about placement 
and ad pricing. 


